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Welcome Back!

Dear Parents,

In a few more weeks, school will re-open. The teachers and
administrators have been working hard to prepare for a
school year that will help your son continue his growth into
a caring, competent, committed Christian. You also have an
important role in helping your son get ready. The check list
at the end of this newsletter outlines steps you can take to
get the new year off to a great start.

Students will report for a half-day orientation to receive
books, schedules, lockers, and other materials as follows:

Freshmen - Wednesday, September [Cat CIIIT]
Sophomores — Thursday, September (&t [IIIT]
Juniors — Friday, September 8 at [CIITT]
Seniors — Friday, September [at CIITT]

Students must come dressed according to school

regulations, printed below. Students may wear the official
school summer shirts from opening day through October []
(These shirts are available in the bookstore for $ [T Ehch or
two for $ L1

Students will gather in the cafeteria and will be sent to
Marist Hall for an assembly. The assemblies begin promptly
at LTI T ¥or seniors). Students not seated in Marist
Hall when the assembly begins will be marked late for the
day. Be sure to plan plenty of time to travel to school.

On Monday, September [LIall students report at CIIIAM
for a full day of classes. Students must be in the building no
later than CIICANd wait in the cafeteria until they are sent
upstairs to class. The opening weeks of class are vital — they
set a student on the road to success by learning the core
skills needed in each subject, and they establish habits of
organization and diligence that will serve them well for the
rest of the year. It's much easier to begin with energy and
enthusiasm than to turn around poor grades later in the
year. It's never too late to learn — and it's never too early,
either!

Thank you for entrusting your son’s education to Saint
Agnes Boys High School. We look forward to continuing
our partnership with you to ensure an excellent education
for your son that will lay the foundation for a successful
future.

Sincerely,
Pr ke s o

Brother Richard Van Houten
Principal

Available On the Web You can preview the
Student-Parent Handbook and calendar on line at
WWW.STAGHS.ORG. You'll even find this newsletter
posted on our website, so if you misplace your paper
copy, you can find the information on-line.
Throughout the year, you'll find your son’s
homework assignments, information about college
applications, and other school information on our
web site.

Textbooks On opening day, students will receive
hardbound books on loan from New York State. Students
must print their name in each book, and they are
responsible to return the same book in good condition at
the end of the term. Students are required to pay the full
replacement price if they don’t return a book they were
given or if it has been damaged.

The State doesn’t provide religion books or workbooks that
students will write in. These books are sold at orientation.
Students will need a separate check or money order for each
book, payable to Saint Agnes Boys HS. The prices of the
required books are:

Grade | Religion Text Spanish Workbook
9 $20 $14
10 $20 none
11 $23 $14
12 $20 $43

Please remember: a separate check for each book — thanks!

We ask parents to make sure their sons have written their
name in the front of all textbooks and notebooks so that
they can be identified if lost. Students should look for any
lost books in the bookstore and the main office.

MetroCards The city issues free MetroCards to city
residents who live a certain distance from school. We will
issue these cards as soon as we get them from the city. These
cards are only for transportation to and from school. Lost
cards take up to two weeks to replace.

Lockers and Locks At orientation, each student
will be assigned a locker. Freshmen will be given a school-
issued blue lock. Sophomores and juniors will be given the
combination to the built-in locks on their lockers. Seniors
should bring the locks they already received from the
school, either the blue locks from freshman year or the red
locks they received for gym classes. Seniors can purchase a
replacement lock for $ CTILLI

Students are not permitted to share lockers and must not
give their locker combination to anyone else.
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Gym Uniforms Freshmen, sophomores and
juniors will be given a school gym uniform during their first
gym class. They are scheduled for gym on all days either in
the fall or the spring semester. Students needing additional
gym clothing may purchase it in the bookstore. Shirts are
$[T&Nnd shorts are $ [T

Tuition Parents who chose the ten-month
payment plan will receive a reminder from Tuition
Management Systems each month. Payments are due to
TMS by the tenth of each month. Schedules will not be
issued to students with any past due tuition, including the
August [Tipayment. On-time payment of tuition is
necessary so the school can pay its teachers and meet its
other financial obligations on time.

Dress and Grooming Code The following excerpt
from the Student-Parent Handbook will help parents and
student prepare for the opening day of school. Students are
required to follow these regulations beginning September [

e Adress tie must be worn. Western-style string ties
or bow ties are not acceptable.

e  Students must wear a long- or short-sleeved solid
white dress shirt with buttons from the neck to the
waist and that has a collar. Shirts must be clean,
pressed, tucked inside slacks, and completely
buttoned. Flannel shirts are not acceptable.

e Shoes are to be solid black dress shoes that are
capable of being polished. No colored piping or
two-tone shoes are allowed.

e Socksare a required part of the dress code.

e Dress pants or slacks must be worn in a
businesslike manner, with a belt. Pants must be
worn at the waist. No pants with outside pockets
are allowed. No denim or jeans whatsoever,
regardless of color, are permitted. Corduroy dress
slacks are permitted if they conform to all other
guidelines.

e The only sweaters allowed to be worn are V-neck
sweaters sold in the school bookstore. No denim,
leather jackets, vests or sweatshirts of any style
may be worn in school.

e Hats may never be worn in the school building.

e  Students cannot wear long-sleeved shirts under the
school dress shirt or school summer shirts.

Students are required to be neat and clean in appearance.
Shirts, pants and ties are to be worn in a correct,
businesslike manner.

Beards are not permitted. Students may have a small, neatly
trimmed mustache. Sideburns may not extend below the
bottom of the earlobe. Students are not permitted to dye
their hair in any color that will draw attention to their

person. Ponytails are not permitted. The length of hair is
not to exceed the top of the shirt collar or the bottom of the
ear lobe, even if braided. Students not complying with the
above regulation will be sent home.

Earrings or studs are not allowed. Visible piercing of any
type is not permitted.

For complete details, see section the Student-Parent
Handbook.

Student-Parent Handbook Students will receive
a copy of the Student-Parent Handbook during the opening
week of school. Every student and his parents or guardians
are required to sign the agreement form at the front of the
handbook, detach it, and have their son return it to the
homeroom teacher on Monday, September [ITINo student
will be allowed to remain in school unless this signed form
is on file. The handbook includes a detailed school calendar
and a wealth of information on academics, discipline,
finances, and other practical matters. Please keep the
handbook where you can easily refer to it throughout the
school year.

Last spring, the administration and faculty conducted a
through review of the handbook. I think you will find the
new format clearer and easier to use. Because the entire
handbook has been reorganized and rewritten, each student
and parent or guardian should carefully review the entire
book. There are several sections in particular that | want to
bring to your attention:

LI  Excessive Absence and Lateness
LI  Students Sent to the Office
LI Dress Code & Grooming

LI Sleeping in Class

L1 Tuition and Fees

Soccer Team Students interested in

soccer will meet in front of the school at )
[CIMAm on Tuesday, August [LIStudents

must have their medical forms on file to

participate.

Welcome Back, Brother Emil! Brother Emil
Denworth, the former principal, is returning to serve as our
librarian. We are all very happy to have him back with us!
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Required Summer Reading  Students and
parents were informed of the summer reading requirement
last >~ June. I remind you that all students
were required to read the assigned

books listed below during the summer.

Students will be assessed on their
summer reading by their English teachers
in the opening weeks of school. The list is also posted on our
web site WWw.STAGHS.ORG.

Students Entering Grade 9
Of Mice and Men — John Steinbeck

Fast Food Nation — Eric Schlosser
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime
— Mark Haddon

Students Entering Grade 10

Night — Elie Wiesel

The Sweet Hereafter — Russell Banks

Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress — Dai Sijie

Students Entering Grade 11
Maggie, a Girl of the Streets — Stephen Crane

A Raisin in the Sun — Corraine Hansberry
The Catcher in the Rye — J.D. Salinger

Students Entering Grade 12
Gulliver’s Travels — Jonathan Swift

Great Expectations — Charles Dickens

New Schedule  There are several changes to the
school schedule. First, all classes will meet every day. This
increased instructional time will help students improve their
academic performance.

We will follow a five-day rotation cycle instead of the
former six-day cycle. Students won’t have to consult the
school calendar to see if itis Day [T, I, T, Tar [Instead,
the schedule will follow the days of the week, with a rotation
for Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.

Homeroom will meet between the second and third
academic class of the day, instead of at the start of the day.
In the past, students had four or five academic classes in a
row before lunch. Moving homeroom provides a short
change of pace in the middle of the morning. We hope that
this will make it easier for students to keep focused on their
academic work in class. Because the first period of the day is
an academic class, students have more reason than ever to
be sure they are in school on time. Students who arrive late
and are not excused by the Assistant Principal will have
detention and may be assigned a grade of zero for missed
quizzes, tests, or other academic work. Parents know that
repeated lateness in the workplace can lead to losing a job. It
is therefore important for students to acquire the habit of
punctuality now.

New Weighted Averages In recognition of the
additional work that honors and advanced placement
courses require, cumulative averages will be weighted by an
additional [ for honors courses and by [@ for advanced
placement courses. For example, if a student attains a grade
of in an honors course, it will count as an [Tk CTIY1
in his cumulative average. This change will also help colleges
distinguish students who have taken more challenging
Courses.

New Technology Over the summer, we received a
grant that allowed us to install a second computer lab. In
addition, two of our classrooms have been equipped with
interactive SmartBoards. We also have upgraded our
administrative computer system. | hope you will find that
the new format for report cards and schedules is clearer and
more helpful.

A Healthier Lunch Period  Asmany
articles in the newspapers have reported,
health experts have become increasingly
concerned about the consumption of soda,
candy and other high-sugar foods, which can cause
problems with weight, diabetes and hyper-activity. In
response to this growing awareness and to the inquiries of
some parents, Saint Agnes High School has removed all
vending machines from the school. Good nutritious lunches
will continue to be served by our cafeteria staff, but we will
no longer sell unhealthy snack foods.

While students may continue to buy these items at other
locations or bring them from home if parents so choose, we
do not want to encourage unhealthy eating habits by
making them available in the school
lunch room.

Free and Reduced Lunch
Program St. Agnes will
continue to participate in the free and reduced lunch
program. Applications will be mailed the last week in
August. Please be sure to have your son return the form to
his homeroom teacher on Monday, September [TIThese
application forms are used to determine other forms of
government assistance to schools. For example, the school
receives internet service at a reduced rate, depending on
how many students qualify for the free or reduced lunch
programs. Taking a few minutes to complete the lunch
program application will help your son in more ways than
just lunch! Thanks.
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A Parent's Prayer

Dear God, help me give my children the best,
not of trappings or toys, but of myself,
cherishing them on good days and bad, theirs and mine.

Teach me to accept them for who they are,

not for what they do;

to listen to what they say, if only so they will listen to me;
to encourage their goals, not mine;

and please, let me laugh with them and be silly.

Let me give them a home where respect is the cornerstone,
integrity the foundation,
and there is enough happiness to raise the roof.

May | give them the courage to be true to themselves,
the independence to take care of themselves,

and the faith to believe in a power

much greater than their own.

See that | discipline my children without demeaning them,
demand good manners without forgetting my own,

and let them know they have limitless love,

no matter what they do.

Let me feed them properly, clothe them adequately,
and have enough to give them small allowances,
not for the work they do, but for the pleasure they bring.

And let me be moderate in all these things,
so the joy of getting
will help them discover the joy of giving.

See that their responsibilities are real but not burdensome,
that my expectations are high but not overwhelming,

and that my thanks and praise are thoughtful

and given when they're due.

Help me teach them that excellence is work's real reward,
and not the glory it brings.

But when it comes —and it will — let me revel

in each honor, however small,

without once pretending that it's mine.

My children are glories enough.

Above all, let me ground these children so well
that | can dare to let them go.

And may they be so blessed. Amen.

CHECKLIST FOR A
SUCCESSFUL START

[Does school clothing still fit? replaced if
necessary? clean and ready for use?

[Hair cut and groomed properly?

[——BSummer reading assignments
completed?

[Tuition due August [TPaid?

[Have you notified the school of any
change in address, home or work
telephone numbers?

[Bring two checks for book purchases,
one for the religion text and one for the
Spanish workbook.

[—Plan to arrive well before 1L

[Handbook Agreement signed and
returned in homeroom on Monday,
September [1TT1

[Free and Reduced Lunch Application
completed and returned in homeroom
on Monday, September [TI1

[Has your son put his name in all of his
textbooks?

[_Remember to bring the schedule and
locker combination on the first full day
of classes, Monday, September [1T]

[—Parents can check homework
assignments on our website
www.staghs.org




